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The word BARAJA in theS|MDidi language lignifies a Pack of 
Card*, and really consists of 48 cards ; but, as the Spaniard* seMom 
employ the eight odd cards, the Bar^ja is reduced to 40, which cor- 
responds to the number of persons described in tliis work. 



Note.— It baa been thought proper to place the *' Tnmdatioii" 
of each article immediately after the origutal, thereby cauBiiiglcu 
interrnptioD to the Reader. 
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PREFACE. 



In the last and uiqust war which Franoe waged i^nst Liberal 
Spain, die triinnphed) not by the actionB die fought, but through 
the inndious machinations of the spnrions hmis oi Spain, who, 
under the assumed doke of pietended paariotism, had sown 
discordt— dislocated the members of the social body — and discre- 
dited, by thdr oondnct and actions, the bwa by which the rising 
system of the state wassuppcMrtfid.^*C<x<ruption and po'fidy, through 
the agency of foreign emissariea, were the means resorted to by the 
genius of evil in laying those flnarcs into whidi men of honour and 
well-known poobity were to fidl. Such were the manceuvres to 
whkh the Cabinet of the Thuillenes was iMkbled fbr anoothing 
away the obstacles that might have been opposed to the invasion 
of the Spanish territory by her armies; and what at that time most 
surprised all rationalmen, was, to seethe Constitutional Ministry of 
Spwi decreeing what the couneil of the French maiater judged 
necessary, towards the aocom|d]sbing of their projects; so that it 
can hardly be detennined whioh was the most rapid^ ihat- of giving 
an hasty, unpremeditated answer to the notesof the Holy Alliance, 
(HT, the changing the shout of war into songs chaunted by the patri^ 
cides in prske of an ingloriotts conqueror. 
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Then fell Liberal Spain, and, by her fall, deprived many a true 
patriot of even the melancholy ooiudation of declaiming against thoee 
tnutors, who, prostrate, oflPered up holocausts to the fidse idol who 
trampled under his feet the national honour— for they, whether 
through error or treachery, were the first to march in the ranks 
of the agents of despotism. An error of such magnitude in a crisis 
so delicate, is the most dreadful crime that can be committed 
against society — ^to what heavy charges is he subject, who, through 
villainy or ignorance, drags his country to the predpioe ! 

If the man who arms another in order that he may commit a 
murder, is condemned to death, can those who placed in the hands 
of atyrant the exterminating sword, fearless return to the sc»l steeped 
in theblood of innocent victims, immolated through them on thealtars 
of their iwuntry ? Impossible— never : The nadon will know how to 
punish even to death the traitors ; tearing for ever from her bosom 
those cavillers, intriguers, and vicious fools, whom shame and 
t^qprolHum will haunt wherever they go: — thus it is that the 
formidable and in&llible tribunal of public opinion decides against 
thekn, and their names pass from mouth to mouth, that men ol 
protn^ may tear away the mask of their disguise, if th^ dare 
attempt again to deceive them. The vindication of the good 
cause requires, that those facts, the cause of the contempt by 
which the honour of the Liberals is at present depressed, be made 
public; and thus, through the medium of a critical histocy of the 
persons who have figured in the counter revolution, we will be 
enabled to arrive at the source of the evil— «nd dear from the chaos 
of mystery, that knowledge which may serve in redeeming the 
people from that slavery^ into which wicked men have plunged 
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them. These are the leasoiiB which impel me to fulfil my last duty 
towards my country, by defending her with my pen— ndnce my 
sword can be no longer useful ; and although I am aware of the 
dangers that encompass me, and the risk and exposure to which 
I lay myself open, in embracing the thorny path of a critical his- 
torian, nevertheless this shall not deter me fiom following up so 
sacred an undertaking;— -my conduct is not blackened by any 
political stain, and I shall sink into the grave without remorse. 
I have fulfilled my duty on all occasions, — I have supported with 
resignation bloody persecutions. Delivered up to the enemy with 
taunts and scoffing — I have preserved my honour— I still live and 
will crown my patriotic exertions by exposing myself to the sarcasms, 
curses, treachery, and revenge of my enemies — ^mine— because 
those of my country — for of them there are, who, familiarised with 
crime, will set in motion every spring of their infernal cunmng, 
in order to neutralise and do away the effect of the truths that flow 
from my pen-— the more so, as they calculate on the credulous 
indulgence of the people ; but woe to the latter, if, through levity, 
or mistaken compassion, they are induced to forgive them ! 

The conduct of the Government and Cortes is but too recent, that 
we can forget that the pardon and lenity shewn to the Persa$ and 
jyrcMceiodos was the origin of those misfortunes which we now de- 
plore. For, however true it is that repentance disarms the severity 
of the injured party, still,^ we must not confound sincere contrition 
with the attrition* of the sinner plunged in vices. It may be objected, 
that it is impossible to judge the secret and internal recesses of the 
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WDuaeace ;-«-agreed. But in a matter of doubt, it is better to be 
tevexe towarda a bundled sinners, though repentant, than, by an 
iU-pIaeed and inoanaderate indulgence, to place in jeopardy the &Xe 
of piesent and future generations. Those who read this without 
reflection, may say that my doctrine is cruel and barbarous, — but 
I tell them, there is none more humane than I. Let the guilty 
we0p,«^be it so^ — so that the innocent do not suffer: — ^this is the 
true definition ci my cruelty, which, in matters of such moment as 
that of the future prosperity of my country, I extend even to those 
whoexouae their anti-political actions by adeoeitfol oonfessionof their 
wantoffoie8iglit,aaid inexperience; for those very persons, were they 
again to oooupy otuaitions, would, from one fiilse step to another, 
drag down the State into the abyss. Let the Spaniards then 
know thdr true intovsts, and, if they ever enter on the road to 
liberty, lei them never lose sight of the past — that they may not be 
led away from the path of justice, the only one which can conduct 
them to the delicieus valley of felicity, and preserve their feet 
from b^ng torn by the bramUes and thorns of treachery and 
deception. 

I' imagine that soisible men, far from disapproving my inten- 
tion in writing on what has passed, will find reasons that will 
draw forth their applause, so convinced am I of the utility of my 
work ; for the proofs I have given during the time, and amid the 
vidssttudes of the Spanish revolution, give me the daim to aspire 
to the honourable title of ui impartial historian. My motto is, and 
shall ever be, — t^oth ;*-and on her account I have been the target 
and butt of those who have traflicked in patriotism. 
. Every one wdl knows that the revolution of the year 18S0, 
heroic in every, and all its circumstances, unhapjnly passed from 
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aetioDBto theories; and that amlntious men, notoontent witharroi. 
gadi^ to themidves the merit of othen, barefiiieed and ahasmeltiss 
threw thmnaelyes into the arena of enty, and, Mrkh the aid of 
intrigue and mystery, attacked the honour and patriotism of tnw 
heroes ; — thenoe arose those torible political convulskm, which so 
loosened the cement at the constitutional edifice, and by the shock 
of ccmtending passions destroyed the pUIar of unian^^-its only 
nq>port. AU expected their salvation from the Legiskdre Body, 
but what was the surprise afid scandal, to see it declare ifself in 
favour of the Executive Power, which, throi^ envy or rivalship, 
persecuted the idols of liberty ; — ^then were burst througfa the 
barriers which reasfm places between those who command, and 
those who obey; and the d&rgy^ jwofiting by thfe discontent, ono^ 
more exalted their heads en^ct, b^an to conspire, practiBing theiv 
seductions both from the pulpit and oonfeanonal. The ineendiary 
writings which ^peculation had scattered through the kingdoas, only 
senred to draw condusions far fiN>m faTourahle to an bfaacure system 
coaridering the c^posite doctrines promulgated by the diflfevent 
partiefr-'-fMurties engendered in the discord of thotoe very persons, 
who, professing the same principles, strayed from the pcnnt of 
concurrence ! 1 ! Factions appeared ; and the malcontents, encou* 
raged by the impunity of thor crimes, raised the standard of rebeU 
licm, and turned their patriade swords aa their native country ^^ 
in vain the public opinion pointed out the gai^iened members of 
the social body,-—its voice was ni^lected; sudinslieidefpenecuftaig 
the wicked, they gave them empbymenta— these depdaitories of 
power preferring rather to expose their own proper emtasoe m 
the hands of rogues, than owe their safety to men of honour, wkott 
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they detested. — For the factious there was pardon and lenity, but 
for patriotism, restrictii^e laws which placed it in the most abject 
slavery ;*^the truly criminal they left free and unrestrained, but 
persecuted exaltation, a word invented for the purpose of depress- 
ing the staunch Liberals. Those who required the observance and 
full exercise of the sacred code, the basis whereof was undermined 
by those very persons charged with its execution, were denomi- 
nated republicans and anarchists. The laws were without vigour, 
and the people wanted confidence in the guardians of them— > 
dreadful recollection to those, who, wishing to he free, forged chains 
for their country. 

Masons, regular, and irr^ular, Comuneros, Indianos, — 

Carbonarios, ^Anilleros, and Femandinos, were the sects or 

societies which were formed through the kingdom, for the purpose 
of strengthening every one his own party, — and religious fanati- 
cism and intolerance was but a child in leading strings, when 
compered with that displayed by those political sectaries. — Such 
conduct exposed the Indvilidad of those styling themselves Civi- 
lisados, and as the nephts ultra of folly > we have seen the ritual 
forms qualified as sacred mysteries — ^which inspired such mighty 
awe, that those who did not recognise thdr spiritual influence, 
were persecuted as impious; thus step by step all Spaniards were 
plunged in the foaming waves of the storm. Finally, the bands of 
society were broken, and we saw, for the first time, the voice of 
nature stifled and unheeded; parents cursed their children, brothers 
their brethren, and relatives and friends mutually loath and detest 
each other. The Serviles — they alone united and favoured by the 
disunioa of the Liberals, in secret chaunted thdr triumph. To one 
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•et of ministers succeeded another ; and the creatures of the fallen one 
were the trophies of the new appmnted. Prostitution had arrived to 
its utmost extent ; for perjury and to be an informer, were considered 
as legitimate means, of which men without honour availed themselves, 
in seeking employments in the public market of ministerial corrupt 
tion. It sufficed to be the relation of a minister, not morality or 
probity that were required, to aspire to be admitted into secret 
societies^^it was the number that interested th^r leaders, by whidi 
the impure actions of the functionaries were purified in the secret 
sections of th^r discussions; and would to God that this had been the 
only evil result! The enemies ofliberty,siMes, and, most painful of all, 
the emissaries of France, gained an entrance into them — ^the secrets 
of the patriots were divulged, and the money of the Holy Alliance, 
circulating in the bosom of patriotism, gnawed and lacerated the 
heart that gave it animation ; — in a word, the emissaries of France 
possessed themselves of the direction of affairs ; and whatever mea- 
sures were taken by the Constitutional Government of Spain, were 
dictated by the soverdgns of the North. 

This slight sketch shews that criminal persons had been introduced 
in the direction of our affairs, and that the counter-revolution was di* 
rected by a knowing hand, and a penetratingand unquiet imagination. 
The proofs of this truth are manifest, when we examine the general 
picture of those, who, as deputies, ministers, functionaries, or ?mters, 
have contributed to the triumph of despotism ; and I ima^e that the 
just and judidous criticism, which I propose pasang on each of them, 
will enable my readers to judge, with predsion, their crimes or 
weaknesses. Let me not be accused of malevolence, in publishing 
the defects of others, for beades that the actions of public func* 

P 
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tionaries, are pot to be considered as property to be respeeted ;•«• 
the vindication of the good cause requires, that a sev^ scrutiny 
should be entered on, of those who, by ^IfiUing their duties, 
compromised the honour of worthy men.*— My undertaking is to 
record the actions of those, who, directly or indirectly, contributed 
to the triumph of our enemies. Sincere and faithful in my relation, 
I will not call in question whatever of gocpd the^ may formerly 
have done : and such a plan I have thought it proper to follow, 
£or firmly persuaded a3 I am, that seductitm has been the mobili 
of our misfortunes,-*— the truth wherelbre will become manifest by 
means of the contrast of the guarantees, which thos^" had given in 
favour of liberty, who finally opened the. gul|^ into which they 
precipitated her. To the work of the Sharpers' Game, will follow 
the Conptitudonal MartynJogy, which will complete the work of 
the vindication of Lib^al Spain, which I would* have published 
before now, had iK>t the iniquitous French Government despoiled 
xae of the history of the Bevoiution, which I bad written in prison, 
where I was confined as a state prisoner, and of which, their police 
robbed me, — ^wh^i they transmitted me from prison, to prison, to 
Calais. The fruit of my labour has been employed by a bad Spa*, 
niard, in relation with the Spanish Ambassador in France, who, 
availing himself of my remarks, has forged a history, whiqh, by 
distorting and ridiculing facts, seems to have intended to blacken 
even the very memory of those,, who wished td give liberty 
to their country. 

My preaent wotk^ by replying tb.his^ wiU display what he Iras 
before, and at tiie epoch q£ the Revolution, — ^a Sharper ;^^an<l onectf 
note, — ^and, as such, ei^titl^l tp a good poet in th^ Sharpers^ Gkimb. 
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But already I think I hear llie terrifying shout of those, who, 
Kke him, began, with that of — liberty and coitntey, — cry, 
DEATH to him who publishes our crimes ; thus will they shout, and 
all those who have been led by the halter to water, will repeat. Death: 
— but, notwithstanding such threats, I expect to liye unmolested, for 
it is an old saying, *^ that, those who vomit forth blood, have the 
diest affected^ 

I shall survive anathemas, but my existence will be dis- 
hcmoured by the title of Disorganiser ; — ^let them give it me, I de- 
serve the title, for I mar the patridde plots that they are forming 
for the future. It is for this they cry, — ^forgetfulness of the past, 
and union. — ^Union with knaves is not what suits my poor country: 
if they are so virtuous, why did they persecute the patriots with 
such deadly hate, when they held the reins of government ? their 
manoeuvres are well known, and the r&ga of knaves will soon finish 
on earth. 

In the mean time, the worthy Spaniards, as Emigrants, bear 
with resignation their sufierings ; learning in the school of adver- 
sity, lessons which may teach them to preserve their family from 
those woes, which always enervate a state.-«-0 my beloved country ! 
Would to God, that you were happy, and that I might righ out 
my last breath in thy bosom. 
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TO THE MEC-ENAS OF THIS WORK- 



IPo thee, O unoonquered Hero of the mighty Cudgel, and to all 
those who, through this world, go trumpetiiig forth thy renowned 
deeds, I dedicate this Pack of Cards, which time composed, and 
experience has perfected, in the land once called Spain. With it, 
the Sharpers played their tricks, staking against virtuous men, the 
unhappy fate of my country ! Cruel has been her lot, — let us 
wail her misfortunes I 

And thou, O wonderful genius of freemen, immaculate jewel of 
the corrupted age in which we liye; strong bodied, and robust 
man; — ^thou, — thou alone art worthy to fix my rq;ards ; graciously 
deign to cast an eye of benerolenoe and protection on me; without 
which, in Tain would I toil, though with knowledge, valour, and 
virtue, to acquire a happy reputation ; for to thee alone is it given 
to grant it, or to devour with the canine teeth of envy. And a 
poor gleaner must remain vdthout his recompence if thou deign- 
est not to recommend him, in the great market of the fiilse liberals. 
Gleaner, I have said, and. Gleaner is the meritorious part of my 
wfjffki for thou must know, and I must publiab^ that, when mj 
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country went to the devil, the cursed players cast into Avemus, the 
forty Cards of the Pack, imagining, that, like a needle in a heap 
of straw, the staunch old Liberals would never find them : — ^but 
they forgot, that I am an unquiet spirit. I have been in storms, 
— suffered tempests, — seen death before mine eyes, — have had my 
soul singed, but finally came triumphant out of hell, into which old 
Nick had precipitated me ; extracting from the archives of Pluto, 
letters and explanations, which a Rabbi had consecrated to the 
memory of the short-Uuled imps, who, by order of Satan, are going 
to and fro, through all the terraqueous Globe. 
, Well then. Champion of the illnstiious champions of. the cow- 
bouse, rub thy wrists well with strengthening cnl, and, when thou 
fedest thy9dif vigorated !and prepared for werk^ graq>9 instead of 
the cudgel, the Ace of Clubs, and plant thyself at the door of my 
apartment, . ,9od guard my shoulder^ from the attacks of cowardly 
linaves; who, but Ettle pleased wiith my pencil, intend to lay in 
wait, and give me, what I shall not forget all the days of my 
'life. • • . ' ■ ' . ■.-•;,• 

Far-famed is the renown of thy strengdiy^^great the fame that 
^encompasses thee,. and thy presence alone > suffices, to strike with 
terror whatever enemies I have hady^-^^have now^-r-or may have 
her^afier ;. fpr a hero like tbee^ aceuBtomed to kill more Frenchmen, 
tfaaa does m galley^vire crack libe >in ten jf ears, shoi^d make thy- 
«self respected; and, hi nbttheadomtion of tbee'cease, though it 
•diould cost thee broken bona: andif the iocoher^ce of those, wfaD 
.iKiW'4M]ayBpbssinghy thee, instead 6f .beholding thee with humble 
fiespect, tarn vouiid^ and breidcout into ao insuAniig horse-laugh, inti- 
Antdate th^ey^^t^ them, the day of ^vengeance isait haiul ;-*>*^aiidthiit9 



SI 

^ere will not suffice curates and friars enough, toaidthein in their 
dying hour. The day approaches, when thou, sole revolutionist, wilt 
give a new direction to the world; and for thee, it will be East, what, 
to all others, is West : and oh, with what grace and boldness, wilt 
thou disburthen thy afflicted country of the formidable weight of 
rational beings ;^*thou, that exterminating angel, with what marvel- 
ous dexterity wilt thou handle the sickle of old hoary-bearded 
Saturn ; and thus, with the aid of extermination, restore that happy 
age, in which the creation lived without care or trouble. ^They 
willUess thy beneficent hand, and graze in the meadows without 
fear of despots and tyrants. The fruits of nature will not be 
wasted by public functionaries, nor by imbecile ministers, who sell 
them :-— <80 mighty an undertaking is reserved for thee alone : — and 
the eyes of past and future generations will be fixed on thee, 
hoping, thou wilt avenge the one, and redeem from original sin, 
those who await their turn, in the bosom of the Eternal. Be not 
afraid of thy ootemporaries, — ^it is they, that have to fear thee ; for 
they do not forget the adventure of that colonel, whom thou dis- 
patchedst post haste to the other world, with the laudable intention, 
that he might leave thee the arms, troops, and horses, that thou 
hadst need of ! Castelfdil, likewise, that moiiument of thy discre- 
tion and humanity, is a terrifying example for those who would 
dare to resist absolute authority ; and oh ! what a worthy huxter- 
ing follower of Moro Muza has nature made thee. 

Grod preserve to thee an ardour, as pure as that which thou dis^ 
pUyedst that day in favour of justice. Justice ! ! ! and what is 
justice ? — the essence of power, which, the common herd calk ven- 
geance; and, if thou wouldst revenge thyself, why not usurp fitnn 
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the Etenud One, of his most dehghtfui preffogad¥e»— the 
pleasure of revenge ? 

But, I imagine, I see thee make grimaces, and answer me in an 
under-vdice ; they say, it was not justice, but absolute brutality 
and barbarity, to kill innocait people : — ^iet them say what they 
hke; — did not God likewise kill by thousands, his chosen people, and 
that too, at times, only because he was wroth against the leaders 
that his Divine Majesty had placed ov«r them ? Undecave thyself, 
unconquered gang-leader, the killing of men, women, and children 
-—that is no crime ; the great crime now-a-day s, is, whether right or 
wrong, to incur thy displeasure. 

Oh, success attend mighty souls like thine ! Be above fear ; 
gird on the bloody sword, and at once cut off the dastard knaves, 
who will not pay thee due adoration. Reflect that thou hast 
many rivals, such as Abisbal, MoriUo, Ballasteros, and Villa- 
campa. They say, they have done as much as thou, but 
that they have not equally succeeded in gainii^ the paidon 
of the Sovereign People. Such boldness of theirs, is enough to 
upset the natural sweetness of thy disposition, and make thee 
lay about thee, with thy cudgel, right and left, as if it were 
in the hands of a bUqjl man, and make thee found thy power on 
terror. 

The cancer which has manifested itself in the filaments of thy pcdi- 
tical life, requires the utmost precaution, if thou wouldest that the 
tinsel of thy patriotism be not eclipsed ; and as we are at present in a 
country, in which the cudgel is prohibited, and, I do not think yon 
over and above ready to enter into the game of set too ;— ^it would be 
well done in ordet to avoid fisticuffs and danger, that you open the 



38 

strings of 7oiir*lHg purse, and pay therefrom, agents and spies, 
who will establish thy doctrine — so that a single straw cannot be 
turned, without the will of the seigneur ; if this does not suffice, 
invent mysteries and artifices, whereby you may keep under the 
reins, the honour of others. Urgell ! f the blank papers of its 
junta are very jupropos for the illusion of a subtle intrigue ; talk 
much of the manuscripts, and correspondence taken in the law, 
and when public writers ask to see them, hypocritically imitate the 
clemency of Titus; — ^put forward your honour, — speak of secrecy, 
of prudence, and morality, and refuse to give what thou dost not 
possess. Thus, thine own partisans wiU applaud thee, and the 
other ride will quake at the prospect of the poison thou art 
ready to launch into their entrails. Believe me, unconquered 
Greneral, if thus thou dost, thou wilt arm thy right hand with 
the furious thunderbolt of treachery; in thy deliriums, thou wilt 
kill honour and reputation, and pulverise thy rivals ; — thine emis^ 
saries, under the artful vol of the secret, will blow discord amongst 
virtuous men, who, disgusted and worn out, wiU wish country, li. 
berty, and their children, at the devil ; that they may no longer suffer 
the opprobrium of those, who go on two legs by the special favour 
granted them by divine providence. And what will not the Holy 
Alliance be indebted to thee ? It was discord that cast us forth from 
Spain ; and such manoeuvres, whilst in emigration, will disunite us, 
and prevent that country from ever enjoying again those happy 
days which Sharpers have robbed her off. But, what do I say ? 
Spain unhappy, because enslaved : I recognise my error, for thou 
hast preserved me from such a mistake. France wills it so ; thou 
hast assisted her,— thou hast served her well, — ^this I ccxifesis, and 
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tfaia pleases thee; thoa, n^ didflt distribute m dbosen a^niy amobg 
seven ili^proTided and badly focdfied places ( ffaou who, in order 
not to disconcert the weU-fdannedaoaresof theniodeirado6,woiddsC 
not empby nadonales exaUadoa ; diou, who, instead of leading 
die garrisons to the numenxis volunteer militia of the province, 
didst shut up the army, and march with two or three soldiers to 
excite a rising in France ; thou, who didst abandcm — ^riches, — ^fields, 
CEops, and towns, to the mercy of the enemy ; thou, who didst 
prohifait, that those, who like robbers entered our houses, should 
be offended ; thou, who didst feign thyself sick, for the purpose 
of pUqring a double game ; thou, who like anodiea* Tontin didst 
lly from the Gorros, and didsjt unite thyself with the moderddos ; 
thou, who in order to capitulate, didst lode thyself up in a castle 
throu^ dread of a people, who wished to defend themsdves ; 
thou, who, finally didst surrender witfiout fighting, to obtain the 
protection of the conqueror, and gain a happy passage to the 
island, where vegetate the deceived Liberals; thou, on account of 
all these poweful reasons, oughtest not to consent, that in prejudice 
of thy interests, the partisans of the tyrant should celebrate the con- 
stitutional treachery of thy brethren. With sudi, erect, raise thy 
head and tell them: I am a M . . . :— 'this is suffident, and, if 
they doubt thy merits tfnd services, refer them for information, to 
Catalomaand Galida. There they await thee; but, I suppose, thou 
art cautious, — ^for such is the love they bear towards thee, that, 
thou mayest be spared, that both negros and blancos will unite, 
to amuse themselves at thy expose. In eveiy way, thy retturn to 
thy country appears rather distant ; for, it is generally said, that 
thou intendest to make thy partisans precede thee, and recommend 
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them from the sea side not to forget to invoke thy name, when they 
conquer and the dangers are over. And do not fear that they 
will critieiBe thy oonduct : every one knows, that prudence belongs 
to Franciscans ;* and thou, who -kiiowest how to shell "medlars', 
.better-IJiati any one, and unhinge bdth the past, and filturie, art 
endowed with* the gift of Caution. Let others act, and afterwards 
af^nropriate U> ^s^ the fruit and gibry ; do now, what: thou 
didst iff- the^earfW/ — -Thy presence is necessary here,-^fbr, provi- 
ded thy white proud plume float to the wind, it suffices to electrify 
the spirit of those who fight for thee. The Emperor of China does 
the same : look to him as thy model, if thou arrivest, like Sancho, to 
possess the island promised thee. 

In the mean time, I, always respectful, ever submissive to the 
vrnce of reason, hasten to publish this work, with which I expect 
to put a thorn in the mde of somewhat more than four knaves ; 
contributing, as far as I can, to eicalt the fame of thy renown, and 
to allay the thirst of those, who wish to pass as heroes of the revo- 
lutic». The figures in the picture, are formed of the principal 
personages who have played in the adverse fate of my country ; and, 
as thou towerest so hig^ amongst them by thy prowess, I have 
thought it proper to place thee in CapiU CaJendariOy that the 
devout may jnay to thy saint, with vigils and litanies; and, if any 
daring hand presume to dispute thee this prerogative, we will let 
him know, that the capon, who would pass for a cock, must be 
made to know the diffSsrence. 

* Fnneisco, the Christian mom of Miva. 
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Grant me then thy patronage, and give me a free paasport, with 
which my work may trarel, free from shoals and stumbling blocks, 
both through foreign lands as well as unknown seas; and that too, in 
our days, as well as future ages. 

Deign, then, to extend thy protection to the miserable offiipring 
of my understanding ; so that from that box of Pandora, which 
thou gloriestin possessing, issue no mutiferous vapour which might 
depcive it of health and reputation, for ever and ever.-^AKiSM ! 
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ORIGIN OF THE CUPS*. 



WHICH SERVES AS AN INTRODUCTION TO THE POLITICAL HISTORY OV 



GALEANO. 



In fiiir Gades, and at the epoch of the so-styled Restoration, 
seen a great walking puncheon, from which, by times, protruded, in 
the style of the elastic neck of the tortoise, the spirituous head of 
the Bacchus of the Andalusias ; with disordered locks, crooked 
eyes, (filtering oil and vinegar,) double-dealing looks, pointed 
tongue, and the ears of a sa^r; such were {he cUstinguishing 
marks of Jack of the Vines, the Ettie altarpiece figurt* 

This extraordinary personage was the inventor of the Cups, 
tat none like him could handle them ; and let it not be said, that 
he ever cried out,-— enough : for, eternally drinking, — ^his was a 
port of free entrance ; nor by night nor by day was' it closed. 
Oh, admirable hero of Mansanilla, — Sherry,— rMalaga, — be they 
Iied5-*'*white, — strong, or weak ; hero 6f all wines, — ^known in the 

• The marks on the' Spanish Cards are,— crown pieces, — swords,— dobs,— umI 
rapt, or glasses full of wine, to which latter is the allusion. 

H 
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yocabulary of drunkards ; thou, thou alone, art the worthy cham- 
pion of taverns; and well hast thou deserved the blasts of Fame. 
— Call to thy mind that day, when, gloriously fuddled, thou didst 
endure, (as Grod commands us,) those resounding slaps, which 
a gentleman of honour dared imprint on thy precious face. What, 
but wine, could have lent thee sprit and soul to provoke a qiiarrel, 
in which thou wert so badly handled? notwithstanding the grace, 
with which thou didst challenge his wife. But if thou wert de6cient 
in strength, thou didst amply make up for it by thy bellowing : 
thou didst shout, the dead might have heard thee ; the authorities 
came up ; the game was broken up ; thus didst thou act on that 
occasion, and thus hast thou always acted in similar cases ; and 
ihus h<(s Fame dirtied more trumpets on thee, than does a child 
ok)Qtd, before it con lisp;oat-— Caka. 

But these glorious actions ou^t to be engraved in brass, instead 
bf being treated of on the dirty pasteboard of a padk of cards. 
But Don Antonio might have felt nettled, if, (as a savant,) before 
i relate his patriotic prowess^ I had not drawn the picture of the 
Bacchus, whqiias died sudb lustre on the people of Gades ; besides, 
that so brirf a digresooB does notlead us from the principal object, 
but, oD the contrary, oofaroborates and tends to assist the digestion 
of those panegyrised in my work; by reoordii^ historical 
fiM^ts, which may hinder the persons represented from indis- 
oreelly coming forward to combat tniths, by the help of calumnies, 
which Aey fulminate against the moral character cf the mat wiio 
write them. 

He whose house is roofed with glass, should not throw stones at fas 
neighbour's. 
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6ALEAN0,— LIBERAL. 



This is a prohlein entirdj resolyedy-^Libecal he was,-— Liberal 
he is, and Liberal he will be, till die moment of his death:— bat a 
Liberal after his own fiuliiim ;-«that is, to say and do whatever com 
into his head, without rq;ard to sodety, ite laws, or genend interests. 
Defects arising from the facility with which he is deceived ; for, 
proud and presumptuous, the Hydra of ^deception dwells in his 
bosom, by favour of flattery. Greedy of applause, he listens to 
flatterers, but turns away from fiiaids, who point out to him the 
truth ; and finally, when the errors of his doctzines are demon- 
strated by experience, he persecutes, with deadly hate^thoee who 
combated them, in order, by such vile means, to banish from the 
drde of sociely the proofs which oowict him of inexperience or 
folly ; and thus, from being a victim of evil advisor he passes to 
that of executioner of his own proper sentiments. 

These are the reasons idiich make him belong to the Game of the 
Sharpers; not that he wilfully became one, but that, sunounded by 
the wily emissaries of deqxydsm, he has been the instrument of the 
Madiiavelian projects of the enemies of liberty. 

In vain did die IsturizesandQuirogas intrigue to have him made 
deputy for Cadis. In the flilst legislation the votes were i^;ain8t him, 
and it was solely by favour of the dark deliberations of the lodges^ 
whidb he had himself orgamsed, that he was nominated to the 
second. The character of intendant of Cordova 
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thereto, y^ith which he was invested by the ministry of the seven 
pearls ! an appointment acquired by the basest and most shameful 
means. — Galeano, from the public tribunal of Madrid, renounced 
the place of an officer in the Secretary of State's office, not to be a 
witness of the iniquities of the ministry, whose crimes he denounced : 
but, the following day, from the very same spot, he solemnly 
retracted his former speech, and, not content with that, applauded 
the prudence and wisdom of the ministers : — this inconsistency arose 
fvom speculation, for the title of intendant was given him as the 
wages for prostituting his patriotism. 

And this man, whose patriotic morality appeared relaxed by 
facts of incontestible notoriety, could be elected to profane the 
national tribunal ! No doubt the speculators of his party hoped 
to reap profit from his promises to them : — thus, like a second 
Hercules, Galeano presented himself in the arena of the sovereigii 
representation of the people, — and the quality of a famous 
orator, gave him favour with those who immediately shewed 
themselves to be at open war with those who had at their head a 
man called " the Divine.*' Oh, unheard of scandal ! — ^Not the inter- 
est of the public prosperity ; — not the preservation of the liber- 
ties of the country; — not the vigilant obs^rance of the laws, 
engaged the struggle of these two Champions, but a pretension 
to the gift of speaking much, and that of obtaining applause ; like 
hired actors, they converted the sacred sanctuary of the Cortes into a 
school of pedants...a market of herb-women,.,. or,, to speak more 
properly, an academy of schoolboys, to which, alone, was wanting 
the discipline of the birch, as the ministars frequently scolded imd 
mocked at them. 



A proposal is made^ no matter however excellent it might be; 
the chieftain on the other side combated it ; they proceed to take 
the votes, and in a moment it is thrown out ; for the Serriles always 
counted on one half of the votes of those styled Liberals ; — such con- 
duct was a complete children's play, until the scene was changed 
into a more serious one. 

: Oh, great and important day ! day of pleasure and rejoicing ; 
that day in which Galeano and ArgueUes, representing the great 
farce of Maniolo, exchanged the kiss of peace, and abjured the 
horrors of war ! Deputies, ministers, and spectators, shed tears of 
tenderness ! prelude of those we were to shed afterwards, through 
chagrin, outrage, and misery ! ! ! The reconciliation of the Gale- 
anos and Arguellcs was ratified ; and instead of the good cause 
reaping any advantage therefrom, it only served to place power in 
the hands of a faction. The signal of ministerial absolutism was 
given in the Cortes,-^was published in the papers, and put in play 
in the inspections ; and Galeano, as the height of effrontery and 
shame, published a pamphlet, in which, revealing M. . .^s secrets, he 
confessed, full of pride, and with petulant boasting, that the minis- 
ters and the majority of the deputies were Masons. With what a 
destructive weapon Galeano armed, by this indiscreet medium, the 
seditious and mind-perverting clergy of Spain. Anathema fulmi^ 
nated against heretics ; the Fanatics believed that it could not be 
pleasing to God, that his people should be governed by impious men ! 
for, as such, were apostrophised and distinguished the Freemasons ; 
and ignorance, in a short time, made such progress, that, to the low 
and ignorant people, Liberal and Freemason were synonymous. 



. Yet, DOtwithstandiDg the delicate poeilioii in which thelibtad 
party thus found itself, instead of uniting mote cloady, they splitinto 
as many parties as there were names of their societies. The power of 
oonmianding resided inOne alone, and cqpen war was declared against 
all those who would not recognise the grand eastern luminary 
of the schismatic Spanish masomy ; and the ministiy, strength- 
ened by these means, endeavoured to perpetuate its authority : 
but, fearful lest the free elements of the society of Comuneros 
should one day pull, them down, Galeano proposed to them, a con- 
ciliatian with the Masons. The desire of union, which had 
been so long in yain sighed after, induced Romero Alpuente 
to treat in the name of the children ^PudiOa. The basis of the 
treaty was Gialeano% and is as follows : — ^^ The Comuneros will offer 
to support, by means of opinion and force, the ministry of the San 
Miguek and Lopez Baoos.^ Answer :— **^ The Comuneros do not 
belong to the ministers, but to liberty and the nation.*" As the 
treaty was to have no effect, imless the first article was admitted 
as a condition mif fua non^ it remained nulland of no value. 

The ministerial faction^ irritated, and fearful of losing the 
absolute sway they exercised over every class of the state, re- 
cruited fdlowers through bribes, and employments of which 
true merit was robbed: — ^thus they purchased, in the market 
of false patriotism, an additional number of creatures, ready to 
sacrifice the honour of the good cause to the defence of their ill* 
acquired employments. In this unhiqppy conjuncture, Galeano« 
who had always preserved the pemidous initiative and direction ot 
the opnion and labours of the Masons, allowed himself to be 
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duped bj the secret emisBaries of the French Govenunent ; imd^ 
giYiiig credit to the eorrespondeiice of the LiberaLs at the other 
gide of the Pyrenees, made the nunistry of the San Miguels, and 
the deputies of the Cortes, belieye, that a war with France would 
be advantageous to the cause of liberty, as the French only awaited 
the signal of invasion to raise the cry ot Liberty in their own 
country ;— a delumon which has been so baneful to us ! This dr- 
cumstance; apparently insignificant, is, notwithstanding, the key to 
our misfortunes ; for, having laid vigilance asleep, it only served to 
put in movement the springs wherdby those who differed in opinion 
were discredited, persecuted, and exterminated ; the most exalted 
patriots were deprived of their posts, it bdng pointed out as a duty 
to denounce those who did not pay blind adoration to the faction 
and its ministry. The Comuneros, who demanded the exercise of 
the laws, were designated as anarchists, and factious ; and, as the 
height of misfortune, Graleano seduced the comendadcnr*, and a 
fatal dissonance took place, the result wherec^ was the total dissoiL 
lution of the ccmfederai^. ' 

The answer to the fatal notes produced innumerable congratii- 
latioDs, which were nothing but the result of the secret circulars of 
GalesnO) who, aspiring to exalt the creatures of his party, did not 
foresee the result of so improvident a step. Fore^ nations were 
deodved by the falsedamour of war, contained in the heroic style of 
the representations, and now curse the deception. 

The activity with which Galeano and his par^ endeavoured to 
deify the operations of die ministry, did not prevent the band 

• life of Palarea, knTe of Spadef* 
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fiom falling from the eyes of those, who, seduced by the false tinsd 
of the patriotism of the minisUrs, did not perceive the treason 
accomplished by those who directed the operations of Government ; 
and, being undeceived, cried aloud for vengeance on those fools and 
liberticides. But it was now too late. The proposal o( ministers 
to fly, and the angry discussions in the Cortes, on the subject of 
transferring themselves to Seville, were the finishing blows to 
patriotism ; the fire whereof was necessarily deadened at the 
sight of the king. Ministers, employes, and deputies, shamefully 
running away without having taken any previous measures to levy 
troops, or excite the warlike spirit, — without provisioning the strong 
places, or throwing obstacles in the way of the foreign invasion : 
— the ministers and fathers of the country wished to change air ; 
and, like Merino sheep in their emigrations, thought, having lost 
their support in Castile, to deceive the boobies in Andalusia, with- 
out reflecting, that Spain is not composed of one province alone ; 
or that the opinion entertained of them in Madrid, was that of aD 
the kingdom. But they were headstrong in decreeing the flight; 
putting forward the convincing reason, that they had no means 
to stop the march of the enemy — tfuit they might arrive at Madrid 
writhout being either seen orJeU. Patriotism was frozen at the 
sight of so frank a declaration, and her ashes were covered over 
with the frost of terror and surprise; and a handfid of Frenchmen 
sufficed to demonstrate that the ministry y not to passjbr liarSy 
had worked in unison with them. 

The cause of Liberty should have been defended, either on the 
frontiers, or in the capital. Five hundred thousand patriots, 
maintained by her or by the provinces, could have been assem- 
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Ued in the environs of Madrid in less than a month. If the 
Coreigners had been able to beat them, the head of Ferdinand would 
have been the first spectacle offered to the eyes of the conqueror ; 
and thus, liberty would have sprung forth firom even disaster itself : 
this I declared, and this cost me the most horrible persecution. 
The ministerial faction preferred seeing the liberties of the coimtry 
perish, before they would consent that others should acquire the 
glory of preserving them. 

Hitherto, Graleaho figures as a man dragged along by the 
lethargic passion of party ; but, the ISth day of February, 182S, 
he acquired the character of Liberticide. He exdted and formed 
a tumult, and at the head of a horde of fools, he, by violence, had 
those ministers restored whom all worthy men detested. The law 
of the Constitutional state condemned, with the most rigid severity, 
those who got employments by means of tumults and seditions, 
and those who obeyed,' incurred the same penalty ; consequently, 
the authority of a ministry, constituted by similar means, was not 
only anti-constitutional, but seditious ; and those who lent obedi- 
ence thereto, seditious and criminal : and if the Cortes, as the 
depositories, and the persons charged with the due observance of 
the laws, permitted a ministry, guilty of high treason by the laws 
of the constitution, to be received in their bosom and prolong thor- 
reign, did they not support de JurCj what Galeano effectuated de 
Jbefy) the night of the 18th of February ? The Constitution died 
away,— 'the social compact was dissc^ved^ and the liberties entirely 
enslaved, by the usurpation ^ power by a faction, — declaring the 
Bation in a true state of anarchy. 

The march of public affairs, oonsequendy, was nothing else 



but arbitrary and capricious ; and if the French nM with no oppo-' 
qitton, it is because the Spaniards, without being either Royalists, 
or fanatics, did not know which enemy was most to be dreaded,--* 
the French, who entered, making offers,<^-«or the faction withiiw- 
a robbing. 

I would have pardoned the dislocated state, to which th^ corps 
SEtat reduced themselves, if the views of the numsterial ftction had 
been to exalt itself by the dictatorship, in order to establish after 
the struggle a Republican Government But their conduct at 
Cadiz proves undeniably, that they never thought of doing good, 
or making the Spaniards really free. Those who wiUuUy bungled 
our affairs neither possessed virtue nor valour ! how then could they 
be Republicans ? 

My pen has not power, nor my imagination vivacity, to tenni* 
nate this interesting history ; a mighty school presents itsdf to my 
view,— and perhaps my opinion, on the proposal of Galeano in 
Seville for the formation of a Regency, will be considered as an 
unjust opposition, springing entirely from a spuri't of revenge : 
But I appeal to the tribunal of reason to judge me with impartiality 
after having heard me. That the king was wicked, perverse, and the 
first faction of the nation, we all knew, — but at the same time we did 
not forget that he was king,-— he did nothing but what his ministers 
commanded him. To form a Regency ! and for what? to trans- 
port the royal family to. Cadiz ? to do it, it was not necessary to 
speak, or ask leave of any one. Ferdinand is a coword,-— 4Bd a. 
child might take him by the nose, imd drag \iuk wherever he 
liked. His majesty is always of the opinion of the party that sur-. 
rounds him ; tbus^ instead of nuking bis dissent public^it wouldlutve 
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been much better to have aeifled him neck and crop, and make bim 
sign a manifesto; in which, calling God to witness, (as on other 
occasions,) he would say, that in order to give the last proof of his 
liberalism, he was going to shut himself in a strong place, and die 
soonar thaii be taken by the French : — ^this would have answered, 
and not the demonstrating to the nation in a puUic discussion, 
That the king of Spain was not a Constitutional Sjng^ but a prize 
of the Constitutionalists, a king in name otaly, in reality not. 

The English Ambassador, who hitherto, by the treaty of indem- 
nities which he celebrated, played an equivocal character, took the 
pretext without stamping with inconsistency the cabinet of Saint 
James, to abandon to its adverse fate the cause of the Constitution- 
alists, whose orj^ian government at last was reduced to the personal 
force of the individuals who composed it. Ferdinand the perjured, 
gained an opportunity of manifesting his will through the medium 
of Galeano ; and the Spaniards were convinced that the king was 
not at liberty, and that, from opposing the views of the French, 
he was claiming their assistance. The Regency of Madrid, which 
would have been so insignificant, was in the eyes of those who 
do not think, made Intimate by the Regency of Seville. 

And Galeano, in making the proposal, did he not discharge the 
most delicate commission of the emissaries of the Holy Alliance ? 
The profound politics of this Champion were then displayed, 
and afterwards corroborated in his speech against England, which 
at present offers him an asylum in her island. 

And who could have expected such errors, from one who valued 
himself on b^ng a man of judgment, discretion, and a politician ? 
To call Galeano stupid, is to do honour to his patriotism, for it is 
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no easy matter to focm an opinicm amidst the inconsistendes of 
exaUation. He proposed to himself to figure in the revolution^ as 
A saniculoUe extraordinaire; and, finally ToCed in Cadiz, in favour 
of the motion of iwouimgihe king wM ab^phUe power, though, 
with the pleasant protest, that he did so with the idea that his majes^ 
would be an honourable murderer. 

I hope this chapipion will never serve as a guideto those who 
foUow the path of justice. 



67 



COUNT DB TORENO. 



A friend of equality, — ^in order to mount ; 

A miner of antiquated customs, and architect of new vices ; 

A devil preaching in the Cortes ; 

False prop of the national credit ; 

Promoter of loans ; 

Active in dilapidations ; 

And a rich possessor, by the ruin of the state. 

The year 1818 shewed the sample of the coarse web of his patrio- 
tism, but the iiew«fledged Liberals were resolved neither to see, 
hear, nor think. Looked up to as the Coryplueus of exaltation, 
he was pemutted to march at the head of the reformers, who pro- 
didmed liberty, and equality. But if in his doctrines he appeared 
virtuous, not so in his operations ; his ideas were not those of love 
of justice, nor those of redudng the actions of men to the sway of 
reason. He valued licentious liberty, and equality, — ^to dimb, 
and not to descend, — in a word, he tra£Scked with the credulity 
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and good fiedth of his countrymen,— «zactiiig for himself andhis 
partisans, contributions burthensome to society. Maater-{;eneral of 
the Regents, he threatened them from the tribunal, and f uhninated 
political anathemas against them, should they depart fiY)m the 
precepts imposed on them by him and his partisans. More than 
once havethoee who submitted to fill employments, passed through his 
censure ; and within the sacred sanctuary of the national represen- 
tations was heard the scandal uttered, that the mUitary were mer- 
cenary men, and the hired butchers qf the fuxHon^ — an invective so 
gross, at the very moment that the army, covered with wounds, 
and harassed with fatigue, were dearly porchasing the glory of sav- 
ing their country, produced that discontent which led it afterwards 
to the consummation of the most dreadful of crimes. The army 
immolated the sacred laws on the altars of a tyrant. But to that 
crime, they were impelled by the representatives of the people, 
who, in addition to abusing their honour, gave them as chief a 
general, who, thou^ decorated with the laurel of victory, was a 
foreigner, and he was announced by a decree, which, casting infamy 
on the Spaniards, represented them as deserters from the nadonal 
Standard; and this army, I repeat it, if it trare critnuud^can it nat 
wipe away its stain by presantiQg the blackened hand that robbed 
it of its lustre* ? 

* This JQst deftace of the mUharj bo^y, to deliait« in thdr aenae of 1^ 
will not be oooBidered as excalpatory of my coodoct I baYe not co-operatad, 
dtber directly or indirectly, in the downfall of fbe system. Unemployed and in 
banisbttent was I kept by the Regency befiire Hie arrival of the King, for having 
attacked Hie fiUtepatrieliBm«fTorBiio. UMnf^oyed was I kept by hb in^Mty, 
for my eoBstttntional writings. IwasoebMdfai theyasr 18U,aBdaiesamewasIiB 
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But retrdgadii^ to ^ epoch in whkfa Toreno proclaimed the 
principles of equalit j» — ^I say that, like the Peraans, iiiiio make the 
cunel kneel down that they may mount him with more ease, thus 
did Tcireno lerel all classes^ for the purpose of a^ng (which he 
did) in marriage, the infimta of Castille, nster of Cardinal Bour- 
ben ; a pretension which, in addition to being bold, was ridiculous ; 
ix his exaggerated rq^ubHcaniim but ill agreed with his stale old 
aristocracy ;-^this fact alone ought to have sufficed to open the eyto 
of the blinded Liberals. But Toteao offered protection and procured 
employments ; means which make the generality of mankind blind, 
deaf, and dumb. Toreno, moreover, played so perfectly his part 
in the comical fiuce of the Liberals, that we have seen him make 
the important, when he marched, escorted, finom the Cortes to his 
house, in order to defend himself against aconspiracy, or an assas- 
sination, planned against his person, and that of Martinia de laRosa.' 
But the mysterious pUy of this intrigue, (notwithstanding its bong 
batdied in the dark dehberations of hi^ brethren,) got wind, the 
puUic discerning the motiyes which actuated him. 

Become an emigrant through the erents of the year 1814, he came 
to London, Uving in a style ill suited to his resources ; and hence, 
the origin of the speculation which he found himself obliged to 
Dsake, in order to ^ver his debts. Toreno went hem London to 

IBUf isas, and t SIS, wtan tsade pritooer by the Franch. This abort dlgreniM 
sbewiy Ibat I had Bever^lcaned to aeoommodate myMlf to aay speciei of de^otin^ 
and that if I now speak of Toreno, it it bec^M I alioady knew him in the year 1 SIS. 
I was then persecuted for having written against Ms cabals ; if I bad been belieTod, 
Wonld he have now inflated society and mined the nation ? Bnt I hare inherited 
(no doubt) the gift (^prophecy like Cassandra, and, like her, not to be belteYed. 
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Paris ; and one friend alone lent him, on two occasions, the sum of 
£.6000 ; another, JP.SOOO, and several others, large sums, who now 
make public these facts. In Fans, he contracted debts to a great 
amount, and was about to enter a prison. When the constitution 
i» Spain was re-established, then he made a contract with respectable 
bankers, offering them solid .advantages, if they would beoome 
security for him to his creditors ; in effect, be succeeded in getting 
out of his difficulties, and his first care, on his taking his post, as 
deputy of the Cortes, was to sell his logic dear, and ruin the 
nation. For this object, he succeeded in constituting himself the 
great East of the Spaniards ; and, secure of a powerful party, he 
wrote to his correspondents, the Faris bsAkers in question, that 
they should buy the bonds, or bills, of the imaginary debt of Hol- 
land, which they obtained at a discount of 91 per cent. Having 
done this^ be called together the American deputies, and making 
them believe that the national credit and honour required the 
recognition of all tlie debts of the state, begged they would give 
their votes in favour of a motion he was about making, and that, in 
just retribution, he afid his friends pledged themselves to vote for 
the Mrt qf independence which, at tliat moment, the Americans 
were claiming. Having concluded this treaty, Toreno gained the 
object he was aiming at ; the debt of Hollaiid being recognized with 
preference, as it were, to all the rest. Hitherto his stock-jobbing 
and prostitution have been manifest ; he remains to ba seen as an 
embroilerand a liar; for the time having arrived of making the mo- 
tion, agreed on with the Americans, Toreno not only did not keep 
hi^ word, but barefacedly thwarted it; and if, at the present day, 
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the Americans shew their resentment towards the European emi- 
grants, to whom is such a proceeding owing ? 

But the most interesting part of the history of the never-to-be- 
suffidently extoUed Count de Toreno is to come: — Before, I 
have said, that he was the gr^t East of Spanish masonry ; and, 
as such, scandalously endeavoured to support the administration of 
the Arguelles, when he made his indecent attack, with the mysteri- 
ous pages, on the unfortunate Riego. Toreno, Yandiola y Alvarez 
Guerra, exacted, with heat and temerity, that the M— — should 
support, at all risks, the ministers ; in vain were objections honour- 
ably made. They preferred disujiion to the triumph of reason ; 
and, in effect, those who defended the good cause, installed the 
confederation of Comuneros ; which, notwithstanding its being a 

check to the pretensions of the M , divided in two sections 

the party of the Liberals. Toreno, Yandiola and Alvarez Guerra, 
being condemned by the same M ^ swore vengeance, and insti- 
tuted the society of the Anillo, which has been the cause of so many 
evils to the state. 

Three fractions being made of the Spanish masonry, (for from 
it had sprung the founders or followers of the different sodeties,) 
each aimed at exalting itself to power ; and, to gain it, it was 
lawful to employ the most despicable, perfidious, and vile means 
that were ever known in society. The scandal had arrived to its 
utmost ; and the most sacred secrets were sold publicly by those 
who made a traffic in espionage. 

But it belongs to another place^ to treat of this most delicate 
matter; it only remains for me now to call attention to the 
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frif^tfiil pifsture of dSaeofd, m wbkih ib». Spamh LibeyaU weiie 
iiiTolyed ; and, even in a* li^t a aketcjv will not tjie aaecUtatHi^ 
mind discover the true lifcortidde ? Tareao ia Ae criminal, the 
deatroyer, the murderer of hia oountry. Ciuraes on the man, who^ 
under the niaak of patriotiam, sacrifieed the state >— ^placed chains 
onfreoBoeD, and overwhehned with opprobiium the good causecif 
men worthy of a belter fiite. 
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LOPEZ-BANOS. 



A good gunner ; 

A piece of the shortest range ; 

In enterprises an anti-electric conductor ; 

An humble slave of other sovereign than the people ; 

A daring negro against negroes ; 

Tome and luke-warm agfdnst the Blancos ; 

Robustuous bellows of discord ; 

Crab-louse in the ministry ; 

Unsubstantial preacher of a new system of war ; 

A chief null in command ; 

Skilful in retreats ; 

And in patriotism, a flame without refleodon. 

In writing the history of thishero^ I could wish that I had not been 
a corapaaion of his in the Ide of Leon, in the year 1880, n<»r have 
received insults and injuries from him during bis ministry ; but 
though these two drcumstances restrain the facultids of my imagi^ 
nation, that I may not appear, as it were, fickle and iaoonsisteiit in 
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the fiiendship I professed for him, or revengeful in my just resent- 
ment, the character of ootemporary historian obliges me to 
represent the actions of one, who has had so prominent a part in 
the unhappy fate of my country. The more particularly as being a 
military man, I am called on to do away that opprobrium which 
has fallen on that honourable body, by the unhappy results of the 
last war with France. 

Lopez-Banos is, in my opinion, and in that of those who examine 
closely his conduct, the sole cause of theopprobrimn under which 
lies the military force of Spain Liberal. And in order that my 
readers may assure themselves of the truth thereof, I will confine 
myself to giving an explanation of the epigrams of his biography. 

I say that he is a good gunner ; for in his studies he has honour- 
^ ably acquired a distinguished name, being one of those, amongst 
scientific officers, who have most distinguished themselves in the 
war of independence. 

I say that he \&a piece of the shortest range; for, when sepa- 
rated from the cannon — ^from the right of the angle, and from the 
curve, he has always given proofs of imbecility and error. 

I say that he is in enterprises anantuelectric conductor; — for, 
being commander of the corps of artillery going on service, in the 
year 1820, he agreed to join Riego and Quiroga, he followed an 
uncertmn march ; wandering up and down, he fled from his own 
shadow, abandoning pieces, men, horses, and even the wa^;on 
with the money destined for the revolt He entered into La Isla 
with a very few men, already worn out, depressed, and exasperated. 
It is to his officers that he was indebted for his incorporation. 
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they brought him along, not in tow, but by force ; and to put a 
stop to murmurs, he had afterwards to be lavish in bestowing em- 
ployments. 

I say, that he is an humble slave of other sovereign than the people; 
for, when Minister of War, he gave indubitable proofs of the truth 
hereof; and in relating a personal fact, I will justify my assertion. 
One day, he made me sit down beside his velvet chair j and ad- 
dressed me in these precise words : — ^^ You know that I am your 
friencil, and that I am perfectly aware of the injustice and infamous 
conduct observed towards you, Quiroga, and companions in the Isla, 
the proofs whereof are fully developed in the convincing repre- 
sentation of your wrongs. You are in the right — ^but you have 
brought on yourself the dreadful enmity of the Masons : I should 
do you justice, but they compel me not to do it'' — My reply was 
laconic; and, in order to get out of the a£Pair, he ordered me out of 
Madrid in the space of twenty-four hours ; applying to me the 
law against the factious ; banishing me to the Canaries, and strip- 
ping me of the post I held since the year 1811. This proves that 
Lopez-Banos was not a minister of the soverrign people, but of the 
sovereign chapter of the schismatic Spanish masonry, which was at 
open war with the Comuneros. This proceeding was the more 
striking, when, to the ignoble circumstances which preceded it, are 
added, the announcement in the theatre of the representation of 
the reconciliation of the Masons and Comuneros — a comedy which 
I composed for the purpose of drawing closer the bonds of 
fraternity between them. If this individual fact be not sufficient, 
I could name chiefs and officers stripped of their commands, or put 
aside, for the sole fault of exaltation. The want of harmony 
amongst the Comuneros was produced through his suggestions, — 

M 
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by his giTuig emidoyineDts to thoae who wouid sepaimte than- 
sdves from the oonfederacy. 

I say, that although a negrOy he wcls an enemy to the negroes ;*-r 
for, to deny that Lqsez-Baaos was a Libaial, would be the same as 
to deny that the presence <^ the sun produoes light, <x his absence 
darkness. He had given sufficient proofs of his Liberahsm, both 
in his former conduct, as well wa the manner in which he ioTolved 
himself in the rising of die year 1890. But we must notconfouad 
stupid Liberalism with discreet, nor radonality with irrationality. 
He would have been Tery well, commanded ; but to command, re- 
quired moi« ftinness and circumspection than is possesoed by Lopez* 
Banos. The period of his adxniiiisCraticm was marked with the 
seal of persecution against the exalted patriots. He owed hb ap- 
pointment to the Masonic feiction, who aimed at raising themselves 
to power; and he, alwi^s submissive to the decrees of the Sovereign 
Chapter, was the faithful executcHr of their projects, and anti- 
liberally abused those powers granted him by the Cortes *. 

I say, that he was tame and lukewarm against the Blancas ; — 
fior, in the entanglement of the criminal trials, he not only did not 
seek the means of viadicating the puUic honour, but, on the con- 
trary, a FlaseiHaa under trial was employed; and the very same 
man and O'^Dafy, after the rcMut of Brihu^a, were again placed in 
command ; and, aa an induUtaUe proof of his protection of the 
£ictiou8, he gave the command in chief of the kingdom of 
Galicia to Morillo, (already known as co-operating in the plans of 
the Royal £nnily ,) pennitting him to liberate those guards taken 
in the affah* of the 7th of July, and to join his army. 

* His operations as minister, are circnmfetanttally related in the card which 
represents tiie ministry of the Siete Niios de iEoisa. 
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I My, h« HKifi die beUowi qfdi$cord; — for no one had dared, till 
the time of his adnuaistnitioi], to dam the masoiiic services m 
superior to those of honour and patriotism : — ^it is true, this was not 
an impulse of his own will, but the ofikpring of his blind obedience 
tt> the Sovereign Chapter, of whidi be was a member. And I 
befeve, d)at he was, bonA^fide, persuaded that the insertion of an 
iiminble Chapter, difeeting die affairs of the state, was a UesaiBg 
liar a free nation. He dees not know that liberty is at variance with 
mysteries^ secrets, and inquisitorial persecutions. Lopez-Banos 
was the scourge of the Comuneros, who felt and resented the 
aiiutrHy ennduct and wa«t of foresi^ of the ministers. And let it 
not be imagined, that I think of making the apology of any secret 
society ; in pfoper tMse I will speak of each and every of then. 
My objecl is, to expoos their views and cabals, that tiiey may be 
dmaded m every country where liberty is proclaiined. Freemen 
should not debate or adopt measures in secrets-Liberals ought aat 
^ bide vheir fSsces, nor vilify nhe empioe of reason. 

I say that he was # cralUouse in tlve trmiMiryi — ^for notwithstaad- 
ing the general discontent, he maintained himself in his ministerial 
seat; liiough his re«istalment was aKd-ocnstiftutiQQsl, and brought 
about by tiMMnik and rebellion, which the law proscribed as a 
crime of sedition and high treason. 

I say, he was an wtsub^toa^tki pretwher of m new 9jf9iem (^ 
loar;-— for, in the provinces, where be was comananding, be did not 
prevent the entry nor organization of the factious; telling the go- 
vernment, the most prudent method was to let the faction assume a 
shape, tbat, by fonningitadf into a visiUemass, he would the more 
easily find and destroy it. The residt was funest, as experience has 
proved. The same plan he proposed on the entry of the French, in 
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not ordering armies to be formed on the frontiers, on the ground 
that it would be easy to destroy, in detail, the army of the enemy 
in the interior of Spain. 

I say, that he is a chief null in command; — ^for, without going 
hack to the time of his command in the provinces^ I will confine 
myself to stating his conduct as general4n-chief of the army that 
had been the Count de Abisbal'^s. After a long retreat, in which 
he never presented himself in front of his soldiers, he entered into 
Seville,*— a city, where the people, led on by the clergy, had been 
just committing the most horrid outrages on the retiring of the 
government to Cadiz. But notwithstanding this, and his meeting 
resistance from the force of the people in arms, he acted with such 
indulgence, that he appeared rather as the ally of the mutineers, 
than the chief of the Constitution. H^ marched thence ; and 
having arrived at Ituelba, he abandoned troops, sword, girdle, hat, 
and spectacles, — wading through the water up to his middle, in order 
to get on board a vessel, which conducted him to Cadiz, where he 
was employed anew :— this is what constitutes him ^^ skil/id in 
retreats /^ 

I say, finally, lliat in patriotism he is a fame mthout re^ 
JUcOon ; — ^for his Liberalism he concentrated within his breast ; 
without, either from his measures or plans, can there be deduced 
any. thing favourable to the patriotic fire which animated him ? 

I think the impartiality with which I describe the qualities of 
a man, who constituted himself my most dreadful enemy, will shew 
that I only love the lig^t of truth ; and let the inexorable tribunal 
of public opinion decide, with impartiality, on the conduct of the 
functionaries that were-^f Spain Liberal. 



' 
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LETTER 



FROM THE NEW ALEXANDER TO HIS UNCLE, 



LATELY DEFUNCT. 



I AM satisfied with myself, beloved uncle. — I entered Spain, saw 
the pastry-work, and swallowed it at a gulp. 

Oh, sword of St Louis, and how thou cuttest ! For without stir^ 
ring from the sheath, thou didst sever the formidable corp^ d'etat! 
The brilliant armour shone forth, and though with virgin arm I 
unchained the furies of hell, and precipitated into the abyss, the 
Free Iberians, who wished to make minee-meatand forced balls of 
me and thine. 

Mounted on a fleet deer, I traversed from the Pyrenees to Her* 
cuWPillars; and witheaiB longer than an assX I snuffed uporaisons, 
and decdved with words, which, in addition to being French, were 
royal. 

There a conqueror,— here, there, and every where intrepid, die* 
tating orders from my bedside, and in my dreams a hero. J hav^ 

n 
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succeeded in immortalizing myself; terminating a campaign without 
further work or trouble than that of prostituting, selling, and 
bujdng ; thus have the allies of France placed on my brow a 
dazzling crown, undeservedly bestowed on a conqueror without 
honour, gloiy, or profit 

Emsiaies IlcnmdMiie: wlMUl£randkiabiiQdana& were traitors, 
who delivered up the innocent like a flock of lambs. Not soldiers, 
but dubloons,— drawn up in array, in columns and files, that have 
fought the battles in Spain, — and consequently the expenses were 
tremendous ; and I make bold to advise you. Sire, not to look that 
way, but draw down your eyelids, and leave to your ministers and 
deputies to act in such a manner, that the war-millions may pass 
through both houses without being seen, felt, or bewailed. I, for 
my part, have dapt manady on ridicule; for what with crosses, 
enpleyittentSH Mid bribes, I havv identified ^ army witb my fUse 
glories, hoping by these meavs, tiiait^ Uke sabde C M t nM e m atoWjy they 
wiU ^oss oveir those soft ^ngevbread battlea which you have bad 
puUished is tlie puUk' papers; 

AftersQ many pvotlii' of baag ^Dnrtial and dbcvtet hero, I h»pe 
that i» the Marsa»P»vffioiii i am put down as a randBm Csssar.-*-* 
Itisof no^MnseqoetieetilM men ol tafent say the cmMrafy, (gvving ma 
out for the new Don Quixote, the repairer of wrongs and gmvaaees), 
-Mthey will* not hM situations ; and where theM iaaot amtihority, 
pointed remarks ate good far notihuig; Let my fSuae be ^ctdkd^ 
andwe wiMi seeiif we caa by these mans eoUpee^be memovy of tba 
great captain of the French, immortalizing them. — He died,— -#a a 
rock afr it were, i» miserable gafley-skive ; and 1, 1^ aatiog' the very 
reverse^ ^JU^reign^ and thereto* yoU' must cement your aliiaBeewMi 
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the Crows*, who by plucking out ^ eyes of the youth, nwy leave 
them blind, and without light to all eternity. Advise my puscbus 
and beloved better half, that, not forgetting she isa barren ewe, she 
dispense her favours to the church, for in them she will meet with 
gratitude and silence ; and let her not be economical, for Grod pays 
a hundred for ooe; and thus, by giving authority to his ministers, 
she will receive initiation in dei^potism. Let the clergy be armed 
with absolute right of directing consciences,-— they will brutify them: 
and at last, the enlightened people, kneeling to the earth, will 
implore the Almighty — that we may deign to throw chains 4m 
ihem. 

This is wanting to be done; for the campaign is over. I return to 
my beloved country, bringing along with me the royal words, which, 
for my personal security, I uttered. I only leave eyes that weep, 
— ^hearts that feel,— and tongues that curse me. But my most 
dearly beloved cousin is like the scythe of death,«<md before long 
there will be none in his dominions that will sigh or cry, for 
they will all either have kicked the bucket, or taken to their 
heels. 

I feel proud — and only at times do I feel myself dejected, when 
I think, if posterity will take it in th^ heads, instead of a Caesar, to 
call me Brutus, but not of Rome. 

Let us have patience ;— «nd you, mine unde, be ready to receive 
the great present I make thee ; for I send with this letter, a large 
sack of lobsters, caught with mine own hand in the duchy of Troca- 
dero, where likewise are caught urgaos and canaillas ; but I fear, if 

* Nickname for the clergy. 
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ypn expose them to the sun^ they *will put out their horns : — ^with 
which, I wm. 

Sire, 

Your most humble, 

ALEXANDER MAMBRUN, 

Dolphin of the Terrestrial Fish. 
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liiORILLO. 



Soldier Baratero^ ; 

Serjeant of marines ; 

Colonel of a faroe ; 

Valiant in war; 

Bude, but subtle courtier ; 

Trust of tyrants ; 

Nero, in the lost dominions of hb ma^er ; 

Commander-in-Chief of two parties, who fight till deadi ; 

Cunning trucha of false liberals ; 

Famous mason among the irregulars,— and regular dudf 

of Aniileros; 
Understrapper of ministers; 
Meritorious ally of Angouleme;— his honour died, but his 

purse fiutened. 

■ 

In Tain did the patriots raise the shout of discontent towards heaTcn, 
at seeing Morillo take the command of the captaincy-general of 
Castille. The govemmekit, intrepid in its march, applauded them«> 

* Bmmtfro. — ^Tbis word tignifiet s sort of brafo, who asiomes to himielf the ptiiU 
kfe, anoDgst the lowest cI«m of gamblers, of making them play with the cardt 
whidi he offers them, and carries constantly with him ; and thereby levies a ciootii* 
01 their winnings : a privilege which he supports by the dagger. 

O 



selves in their choice, and, immediately, terror was spread on every 
^de. Tintin commanded, — Morillo obeyed, and executed ; the garri- 
son continually under arms ; the sabre of its chieftain unsheathed, 
and often turned against the Liberals : at lajst, the rising among the 
guards took place ; and Monllo^ preserving his authority, did not 
disdain continuing to command them, giving them the same saint for 
signM and countersign as to the armed patriots, who were to defend 
themselves and the constitution against their attacks. Circumstance 
incomprehensible ! how MoriUo generaled at the same tiine such 
deadly enemies ? the solution is easy :— ^-he was acting in concert 
with Ferdinand, who called himself constitutional for the purpose 
of deceiving, and was conspiring m secret to re-establish despotism. 

Morillo, then, by giving the guards a ^fe entrance into Madrid 
the.Tth^of . July^ 1822, and by lulling the vigilance of the patriots, 
endeavoured to secure the triumph of the mutineers; but Divine 
Pcavidepce, or, to speak more properly, the intrepidity of the nacion- 
ales mi destroying the choice troops of a veteran army, presented 
to the country a second epoch, in which the hberty of Spain might 
have been for ever secured. But fate decreed otherwise ; and the 
triumph of that day but served a Uberticide faction, who were to 
drag her with disgrace into the abyss of dislionour and infamy. 

Morillo was not only protected by the ministry of the Seven 
Children of Ecija*, but appt^nted Captain-General of tjbe whole 
kingdom of Gaficia. His first care was to form in Madrid the 
battalion of histguBrd, from the guards tafeeii>in tlie aibir of the 7tll 
^ July, wlkQ should have been condemned to death. 

* Ninos de Ecya, or CbildreD of EcQa, a name given to tbe ministry of the San 
l^tignelB ami Lopez-BaSos. Alluding to a gang of seven ftmons robbers, wbo fbrmeriy 
infested the'ndglilioailiood of tbe town of Edj». 



. In ad^tiM to wlu€h> he fonhed \m staff ^ oAcMs: not only 
devoted to his perfjdn^ but Amtleros, Camaristasi and the most 
VMent enemies of the Constitutional exaltaidos. With such 
pvecsous elements he marched on towards his ol^ect^ tinder thd 
deceitful doke of CencUAaiar of the dvffireniparHes ^fhe Ltberdh ; 
tad made vtdderaiion and a btmd ^bmusttm io Sie ooenlt and 
secret principles of his policy, as the basis of his command. 

Reflecting persons immediately saw through the tortuous matdt 
which MoriHo had undeitaken \ but in vain did they raise Aeir 
shout of disootitent and desperation at the sinister plans of the 
General-in^'hief of the army and provinces of GaHda. They 
were deprived of their posts, or sent to prison. Morillo'did not 
atop at obstacles, but fearlessly followed up the execution of his 
jprDJects, which he accompliAed« abandoning to misery and naked- 
ness, thousands of conscripts, who» foigetting their wants and naceSi- 
sitiea, with herok; shouts demanded arms alone, and permiamon to 
nattsh and fight the enemies of dieir country .—^But no : these imfoi^ 
tunate men, shut up in filthy unhealthy, stations, contracted di8eaas$» 
which, by weakening th«r physical striengtfa, wbilld tr wi no jdkmbt 
to destroy their moral energy, and that enthusiasm which they had 
displayed for liberty and the national honour. 

Thus, did Morillo prepare the triumph of the French ; and his 
greatest and most signal merit as a traitor, b the state of nullity 
and inefficiency to which he reduced the Constitutional and vast 
kingdom of Galicia ; which, notwithstanding its being inhabited 
by a numerous clergy, who, by their power and riches, influenced 
the country, does not present in the history of the revolution^ 



what bas uillbrtiiitttely occurred in other partBy^-in Galicia tlwre 
hftTO not been bands of £Eu;tiou8 nor of the faith. 

The French having entered the principality of Asturias and 
CastiUey Morillo spread reports and rumours, pointing out th« 
imbecility of the Spanish ministry ; and that Angouleme was come 
to put an end to the cabals of the liberdcide facticm, that possessed 
itself of the C(»istituUonal government ;'-^-this had its intended effect^ 
and Quiroga himself subscribed to the free and invited entry of the 
French in^Galicia« First and foremost, a convention { and, after being 
subjugated, a shiuneful submission. Such was the end of the 
sacred war, which the North of Spain declared against coalesced 
Europe. 

If Morillo were a traitor, can he not say with reason, that the 
ministry placed it in his hands to be so, in giving him so extenave 
a command, so fiidle in resources and obstacles ? Had he not given 
sufficient proofs of his hatred to liberty ? The placing him at the 
head of the Liberals in Galicaa, was imdoubtedly with the inten^- 
^ion that he might sell them. 

Glory to the Ministry of the Sao-Migueb and Lopez-panof ! 
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THE COUNT OP ABISBAL. 



Devil upon two sticks in hell; 

Emissary of Pluto upon earth ; 

Vile flatterer, when imploring ; 

Despot in command ; 

Informer, — ^to others, imputing thy evil deeds ; 

In swearing, a harlequin ; 

With more tails, than has the hydra of deceit, of heads; 

Thrice a traitor, most superlative ; 

Whilst living, projecting crimes; 

And, when dead, he will deceive the Devil himself. 



This fungus of nature, being 
a heterogeneous producticm, m 
periods of sani^ and insanity, d 
cow a rdice ;•— a bong, indefinable 
production, tnmaitoited to eartl 
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Notwithstanding these notorious qualities and monstrous defects, 
he was appointed absolute Inspector General of Infantry, and 
Supreme Chief in the junta of todas las armas. Thus, the army 
was totally disorganized, ruined, and reduced to nothing. A general 
amalgamation of chiefs and officers being made, in the beginning 
of the year 1823, under the specious pretence of regulating the 
general roU of the gradation of rank ; by which means, on the 
entrance of the French army, the Spanish regiments found them- 
selves without officers, and many with commanders, eidier newly 
appointed, or absent ; finally, the active militia, scattered abroad, 
presented no effective force, as the regiments had soldiers, at one 
and the same time, in Catalonia, Arragon, Navarre^ Castille, 
Valencia, Galicia, and Andalusia. 

For such conduct, (far from opening the eyes of the Government 
to the consummate treachery of this chieftain,) they appdnted him 
general-in-chief of the grand army of operations, leaving him, as 
it were, dictator in the capital of the kmgdom, when the ministry 
and Cortes, through cowardice, shamefully abandoned it 

If Abisbal were a traitor, who placed him in a situation to be ao ? 
The ministry of the seven children of Ecija, who, dreading the 
exaltation of the true, good patriots, made choice of so perverse a 
man to support them in their seats : and, let it not be imagined that 
the ministers could have been deceived into hopes of what the 
Counts activity might effect ; the command he possessed agiunst 
Besieres, after the shameful rout of O^Daly at Brehuega, threw 
sufficient light on what might be expected from him. With 2,500 
men, he proposed to the Government, to put to the rout the fac- 
tious, wherever he could find them ; and when he had them. 
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hemmed in, they escaped tjcom him without his perceiving them, 
declaring, shortly afterwards, that with 8,000 men he would not 
dare to venture an action. 

Glory be to the ministry, who supported and cherished the power 
of Him that was to be the ruin of unhappy Spain ! 



FrogresMn of the treason complete^ cf the perjured Count of 

Abisbal. 

The first object of OT>onnell, in taking the command of the* 
army, was to secure the esteem of the different parties ; and, sur- 
rounded with emissaries of all the secret societies, he cajoled all by 
deceit and promises. Some he induced to believe that he would 
support the pretenaons of the ministerial faction; to others, he 
promised that he would refuse obedience to the Gk>vemment which 
was bringing the country to the brink of the abyss. To the re- 
formers he offered protection, in establishing either chambers or 
despotism ; and, by these means, all flattered themselves that they 
had, as head of thar party, the chief of the grand army ; and the 
perjured Abisbal manoeuvred freely, and at his ease. The wiU of 
the nation seemed to depend on the prindples that it might please 
this man to adopt ; nor was this . expectation deceived. He was 
the only one capable of tiuning the balance of opiniim. But, 
Abisbal wished that bis premeditated treason should bear the cha- 
racter of being the general will of the nation; and, in consequence 
thereof, he sent aids-du-camp« with instructions to the different 
generals of the army. With them he agreed on the cjrphers, in 
which they should mutually communicate with one another; which 
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shefTB that treason was settled on Bxaoog all die sujperior chiefs of 
the provinoes^. 

Abisbal, that he might digest more freely the plan he dionld 
follow, retired to 'a country seat of the Duke del Infantadb^s, at 
Chamartin, where Infimtado himself was, with whom he negociated 
the treaty ; and, in order to inspire him with confidence, had for 
escort only the battalion of Guides, composed of the faction taken 
from Besieres, and drawn from the prisons of Madrid. 

The indulgence shewn by the chiefs of the army to the Count, 
on hia pubUsbuBg his treason, shews that it had beeoi engendered 
by many of those who wisbed^ afterwwxb, to pass for purified Con- 
stitutBonahsts. Had the Count been shbt in front of his amy, it 
would have fireserved the oeaUtary honour, even though liberty 
were lost 2 ■ ■ b ut thefe wvte ve^jmy Abisbals in the army ! ! ! 

* Sahie.<t«dandmtli«le|terwygHi-heii«yte to ««Mnl Zayvs, <Milii»lcft¥«ig 
Madrid ; which letter I ha^e had ia my power; ^ding, that fau saDifeito againit 
the Revolation had been drawn op in presence of the greater part of the principal 
officers of his army, who subscribed to its pnblication. This letter was deliTcred 
by Xhyaa to die mfarislry laBevfHe. What were the precautions taken ?— a minister 
killed himadf in Cadia. 
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BALLASTEROS, 



Paradox of false Liberali ; 

Counsellor of the Tyrant ; 

Creator^ member, and director of the provisional junta ; 
leaving them bent in July, and finally subjugated, he 
ran away to grasp, and capitulated to enjoy. 



I^ the dark picture of our. lost liberties, the treachery of none 
is so striking as that of the perfidious BaUasteros. Whether we 
consider the manner of its accomplishment, or the great number 
of exalted patriots, which his apparent virtues served to draw after 
him — ^the richest provinces — ^the country most enthusiastic in the 
good cause, and the choicest army ; — all were made the trophy of 
an enemy, who, though invading in concert with the traitor, trem- 
bled at every step in its false pofdtion. BaUasteros is the true 
traitor of Spain Liberal— -for he. is a traitor, who deceives, for 
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the purpose of afterwards selluig those who confide in his fidelity 
and reputation ; — ^reputation unmeritedly acquired, and insidiously 
assented to by those who, knowing him thoroughly, instead of 
denouncing him to the tribunal of public opinion, assisted in exalt- 
ing a reputation, which was to prove so murderous to our new-bom 
liberties. 

Ballasteros was the minister of war, who accelerated the death of 
Porlier, more from feelings of rivalship and envy, than any respect 
he had for the laws. In exile in Valladolid, without either royal 
order or permission, he came to Madrid in the year 1820, to offer 
himself to the King to go and beat Riego^ — ^to make prisoners, — ^to 
reduce those in the island of Leon, and put an end to the revolu- 
tionists. Such was the harangue he made to his Majesty. But an 
incident compelled him to act, shortly afterwards, the character of 
a Tribune ; for the people of Madrid, roused into mutiny, seeing 
him as be left the palace, fotr^ him to return, and represent to 
the King .die necessity of his swearing to the Constitution. 

The decrees of the ruling junta, of which he was vice-president, 
are notorious to all. Wherefore, it is useless to say, that they were 
such a« tO:throw.a damp on the good results that were to be 
esqpeoted .from the revahition." '' 

Ambitiousand presumfrtUouB, though, at the same time, unen- 
hghtened, and of Uttle crno* information, BaDasteros was one of 
those m^, wlno, without either a d^'ned opimon or wiQ, are ready 
for every innovation, piovided-tbei^namies figure in the relation of 
eventis. .So 4ihal we mttst not be stirprised'thai, in 1818^ he was 
deprived of hia oammttnd by tlie'|legency and' Cbrtes ; that^ inl814, 
he waa dieaded by tkeliibcnds,' ibd;' aftefWarJs; their scourge ; 
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nor, still less, that, when the favourite of the despot, he abused his 
power in depressing merit, selling employments, to court &your 
and intrigue ; finally, notlung more natural than his exaltation, 
when he stood at the head of the Comuneros, nor nothing more 
consistent than his abandoning them, when conquerors, the 7th 
July, 18S2, they did not proclaim him as a hero, in investing him 
with a military dictatorship, the object of his ambiuon. At that 
period he changed his motto, and became the Coriphseus of the 
Camarisas ; he consented to the seditious re-implaoement of the 
ministry of the seven children of Ecija. He cajntulated with 
them, obtained a most extennve command, and realized the grand 
treason to which he was guided by his ambition as a reformer, 
since the dictatorship had escaped through his fingers. Ballasteros 
wished to figure in the political picture, and I believe him to be 
sufficiently contented in having gained the renown of traitor to 
freemen*. 

• In the WET of independence, Ballasterot was surprised by Uie French in San- 
tander. Porlier ad rijied liim to fight, bnc he, abandoning his diTision of four thonsaad 
men, embarked, with three officers, on board a boat, without sailors or oars, and, 
as a runaway, arrived at Ribadeselia. In the mean time, Porlier, mustering together 
some soldiers in the streets of Santander, fought, and opened himself a passage 
through the midst of the French, which gained for tliis ▼ictini of liberty the great 
reputation he possessed. 
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AUOUSTIN AROUELLES. 



Counterpcnse in the rational balafioe ; 

IKvine aeduoer of mankind ; 

Educated in the galleys ; 

Educating in the Court ; 

I^aginista of all the devils ; 

Ally of the wicked ; 

Orator of asses; 

And of poisonous tongue ; 

To the diyine, the letter of a profane. 



\ 
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FIxBK I am, big-footed angel^ labouring, and in labour withthj 
work, and my own pregDancy, in bringing faith to light the celes- 
tial foetus of thy patriotism ; and truly, my pains fofoe me many 
a time and oft to lay down my pen, and take large strides to and 
fro ; so'that, from my poor judgment, may flow the humid sub- 
stance, which, by cooling the burning lanunsB of my imagination. 
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thou mayest be present to my imagination, such as thou wert both 
before and after thy galley slavery. One time, I imagine I see 
thee in thy close-pent garret, cold, unfurnished, and dirty, and 
writing balderdi^ bft d^p^ig^tSd )aw^i|i|$v|-:-i-thefi^ like the summer 
fly, methinks, I am perched on thy pericranium, examining the 
excrescences and hollows of thy skull, and literally applying the 
remarks of Doctors Gall and Galeano ; and if I am not greatly 
mistaken, they are all signs of pedantry, hemmed round with pre* 
sumption, pride, and envy ; finally, I read and re-read all that has 
been written in thy name by stenographers. I will say, that, 
extracting the quintessence of thy infused science, I recognise 
thou wert good to shi^ ia a|;>^urd theories, which have been 
so noxious to us; from which I infer, that, like a, parrot, thou 
dost give utterance to, in a momenfty whatever of good or bad 
thou hast read in all thy life. But the proverb is verified in thee, 
which says, '^ amongst the blind, the o^o^jed is king.'' And thou, 
as a living Catholic soul, wast deified by tlie Anti^cman .tribunal ! 
Oh ! the caprices of fortune for ever ! For who but her, leaving 
the just behind, would have taken her flight from thy garret, 
and perched thee on the pinnaclp of inimortality. ! Ai^d i^hat were 
tliy merits? those of re-compiling the stale laws of the state; 
notwithstanding which heterogeneous patch-work, the blooming 
tree of growing libefrty fell to the ground. Be that as it may 5 the 
Constitution has seifved as a shield And dagg^c^ — as a ti:ench to tiiy 
pretensions, and a firelock ^gaipst thy rivals. Call to mind, thpu 
candid soul, the mysterious pages with ^hich thon didst condemn 
toopprobrium'all those who worked to deliver thee from the gal- 
leys! :Envy! ! ! Oht epvy performs miracles ! ingenious and 



diiilwftfa»l pages, mtb.whicb iw^.saw thoe ie^maireffted into a !ripfr, as 
tbe greifitei: pait of ihe deputies; mid jaiaes i Thou didst immohite 
patriotism ; and with the hypocritical hypothesis of being constiilu* 
tionaly thou madest repubUbwitf of :tbpl^; wbosi^ looks, through envy, 
thou couldst not r^f^t. . ,. , * ' ; ! ... ., • 

Much didst thou love the Constitution ; but as there is no father 
ibat does not love his children, thou» to give, the lie to oature, 
wert saper-humanly extravagant iflihis' respect Like the Caffires, 
thou didst disfigure the countenance of thy daughter^ with cuts and 
scars, which, exciting horror in strangers, thou didst make her 
odious in the sight of thy fellows ;-~the child of thy entrails,— -that 
constitution, in the engendering of which thou hadst the prindpal 
share. When led by thy hand, she came forth to light, — thy 
brethren did not know her. Thou didst repress her action by 
fettering her. Crippled, thou wouldst have her move,— ^mutilating 
her hands and feet, — finally, black thou madest white, and white 
black. .. . , 

But, let us not decdve ourselves : — confess, candidly, that thou 
didst usurp a celestial crest, being a creature, possessed of all our 
worldly passums. The desire to shine, tbe ambition of distinc 
tion, and that of alone reaping the profit of liberty, made thee a 
reformer in the year 1812, and an obstinate absolutist in that of 

isao*. 



* lliou, ambitioitt man^ didtt aim at robbing the ▼irtuons Riego of the civic 
crown which adorned his brow. To thee it was more gratifying that lil>erty should 
perish, and thoa thyself with her, tlian see Uiy name eclipsed by aaother, more 
worthy of immortality. ThoadidstnmketheTictimof thy crafty Tiews, that meri- 
torious and nnforOmate champion of lil»erty ; and the only grief that can weigh on 
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But, I Bin not dkpoMd to apotm^friiiie thee ; «iid «o, teniniMte 
thi» letter, by ({ubting Wbttt thou HAtfL saiy ede day to ft firnnd ef 

^< Yohamba, t6 iMunba; 

** ^ n6 hay quien hob tangA? ^ 

thybeiiitiiytbKtaowortliy, a |»triet had Mt be«n %Mii8lit to tke seiMd is the 
timiCthy^flMiirivlntipo.. Thoii i«st Iiw|4e4 ftm Seavf n t«( He|l. CMkf^p 
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/.—What are you about ? 

Devil. — ^About to break your head. 

/. — ^What causes your anger ? 

DevU. — Insults offered to mine — 
. /.— ^Because I write ! ! ! but they are facts which I write. 

DemL — Facts or no &ct«) it is the same thing, whai the questicm 
is about the childr^ of hell. DonH you know that Pluto and 
Pro6er{Nne are enraged when any of thdr own are stroked against 
the grain ? and what, would. become of their empire, if virtue were 
to take up her abode on earth ? To apostrophise the faithful and 
obedient servants of a king, the Cerberus of kings, as traitors, is 
a horrid crime, which yeu shall expiate. in the darkest chambersof 
the dead.. (HatAng 9aid ikis^ he waa.prepairing to give me a 
combing, wkefi ^.voice^ proceedmg Jhm.anmvieibk botb^ cried, 
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" Holdj thou brute !^ — The Devil stopped short. — 7%^ then spoke 
a gibberish, which Itock to be Biscayanj when the Devil, turning 
towards me, said,) 

DevU. — Satan, minister of my master, orders me to overhaul 
you, with r^ard to ihe fittfe mel^y you ahm towards those, who, 
by assisting the tyrant, secured to Lucifer the enjoyment and pos- 
session of the most delicious oountry of the earth. 

/. — ^As you like ; for I am ready to die, without opening my 
mouth, — or to live, chatting, laii^hiog^ wd writing. 

Devil. — ^But, I am told that you are working at, and going to 
publish, ^* the Sharpers^ Game.^ 

/. — ^I am : but I do it as a duty and a pastime. 
DevU. — ^A pastime ! \ ! 

/. — ^Yes : for a man who, like me, has not renounced the world, 
takes part in sodety, by writing from tbecdnier of kSs retreat ; and 
by means of the press, which servesto propagate Meiab, extends his 
relation with mankind. 

Devil. — So, these writing gmtary aife so pleaisatit, tHat tfaey 
are not content with the oigttis which nataVe has giVen ihem for 
speaking, but they niiist multiply siga^ as vepiei^elilatiyes of their 
flMitimeftts, Co be underBto€idiitx>nce% i&iousakds'of ' per8okis,'d}s- 
tant one from anothar, nuiiij, tnany leagiies. 

/.-«-Tfiat which youtittn into*cidiBule, is the'gt^ resiflt'dTlIhe 
aYiliitatiiiii al soeiik}r, in whiSse bosom is fonwed «he liottfteerce 
of SQuite words, whidi iqieak'to.the ' mqjefstan^feg ; AAd c^^Mch 
aeauinl; .It i» ^avsideved atf m fueiiArAMf qi -tnati, <o relate'^fiicls 
winch Jb9 has witaesapd^ urordn tlMdief t«pQtaiikMi of tlie^oil9iy 
'may.^ sufet and that the. i^idOMOi jfiilybe oii thfiirgutefd 
against seduction and deceit 
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. Dm^-i^fBiit, if dK«e ^bQ write «w loch? 

/•—Thp public IS a 9e^er« judge ; and, by ita contempt of bad 
produetioDB, puniahe^ ijhe authoiia ibecaof. Besides, there is no 
book so bad but ^hat it co|itaina something good. 

DeiriL^B}XX^ if they a^ noting but cahimnitos and invectrref, 
devoid of truth, is yo^ task honoumble ? 

/—No. 

DevUi — But hour s^ we to kno:vf thai yoli t^ truth in your 
damned ** Game ?^' 

/.-:--Fr<XQ the nature of the fi^s^ enqsported by die corroborative 
t^stimmiy of cotempcnaries ; — \fy the proofs which the public papers, 
and official documcmts of the times referred to, oiSer ;— ^aad, above 
all, because I confiim with my ^gnsttute what I publish. He 
who hides not his face from the puUic, opens two roads to 
those who, bmg offended, cry out against historidal iSBu;ts,-*«-per- 
sonal and ^udUcial. The first gives an opp6rt(inity of satisfying 
the passion of him, irho fodidily thinks to impose silence on history ; 
the other, by purifying truth, contributes to vindicate virtue. 

When an author, in contempt of life, enters the arena, he is sure 
of preserving his honour. Such a portion requires him to consider 
himself as a good patriot, who, in vindication of his imhappy 
country, devotes thereto his repose and existaice. 

Dev%L^\ see yoa forget a third road, more bonoinable,«-to lite- 
rature. 

/.—I know it, though 1 6xxtt mention it 

2>rvtf.-^Tbou^ you see me with a tail, don't forget that I once 
had wings. Speak to me, then, frankly; for desbny has oonsti- 
tuted me a judge ; and, though severe^ an impartial one. 
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/. — Since, then^ you express yourself thuis, I behold in you a 
rational being ; and I will say, that a literary controversy is the 
medium the most secure and proper for fixing opinion. Such a 
medium is not unknown. I feel confident, that the discreet will 
make good use of it on this occasion. My object is, not to depress 
honour and virtue, but to defend the good cause ignominiously 
overthrown by the wicked. 

Devil. — And what advantages do you think to draw from the 
relation of past events ? 

/. — Two ; and very powerful ones. The first, to vindicate my 
country from the outrages cast on her, in supposing her an enemy 
of illustration, and weak in her resistance of foreign aggression ; 
the second, to brand >vith the seal of infamy those men, who, under 
cover of a false patriotism, succeeded in possessing themselves of 
the reins of the State. They were perfidious traitors ; and the 
leaving the public in ignorance of such conduct might hereafter 
expose the innocent once more to deliver themselves into their 
hands, and be thus engulphed in the abyss of adversity. 

Devil. — So, then, you think it would be easy for your country 
again to become free ? 

/. — Who can doubt it ; her present sufferings must lead her to 
those reforms which the civilization of the age requires. 

Devil. — But you do not consider that your work will produce 
effects very terrible for Liberty. 

/. — You say so, on the ground that tyrants will deduce, from my 
narration, that I ratify the false assertion, that it was a faction 
that established the Constitution in Spain. If such are your 
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thoughts, you are deceived ; for I have always, ' and will for ever 
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majntain, that it was the general wish of the nation that re>esta- 
blislied the^Constitution. For, what could a handful of men, shut 
up in the Isle of Leon, have done, if the nation had opposed the 
principles they proclaimed ? Did the powers of the world fail to 
Teoognize, as legitimate, the Constitutional Government of Spain, 
re-established in the year 1830 ? Was there oppondon either on 
the part of natives or foreigners ? The factious, notwithstanding 
they were impelled on by the Clergy, whether did they take up 
arms at first, — against the Constitution or abuses P I, then, by 
my work, contradict the perfidious decree of Ferdinand the per- 
jured, and shew that the only faction that existed was his own ; 
who, in order to destroy the sacred laws of the State, had to employ 
seduction, subornation, and foreign force, to fight in favour of his 
so-called rights: and, even then, he would not have triumphed, if 
the personages, designated in my *^ Game,^ corresponding to the 
confidence which had been placed in them, had not prostituted 
their honour, and sdd the dearest interests of a nation, that had 
so frankly and confidently entrusted herself to them, believing 
them men of worth and virtue. 

Devil, — ^But don'^t you see, in attacking the reputation of those 
who pass for good Liberals, you separate from the cause you defend, 
those arms which are to assist in overthrowing that despotism 
which at present weighs on your beloved country. 

/. — Excuse my laughing at your objection. It does not come 
from Pluto or Proserpine, but is suggested by the wicked, who 
would buy at a high price my silence. How can it be unknown to 
you, that the first duty of a free man is to tear off the mask of the 
false Liberdbi ; that, being made known, they may not id^uate 
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tfaenudTes into the ranks of free men ? mbich, once <d>Uuned, 
they vould igain sacrifice the people, and sell them to a tyrant 
that th^ would enthrone. Numerical valour is not what gives 
Btrengtfa to reaacn, but reaaon itself; and one virtuous man alone is 
of more avail than a hundred wicked. " For, what the many ^n 
" in a ahwt time, in a difficult crias, if the wicked co-c^Mrate 
" tberan,<loe6notprodiKe8alutaty effects; on the contrary, virtue, 
*' though with blow progress, firmly establishes the proqwrity of 
" states, and ({(mfen honour on their reformers.^ 

Devil — I believe you write through resentment 

/■• — ^Ves, and I conader it an honour to possess it ;— ^nit not 
horn the paltry posson of personal interest, but for the injury they 
had,d(Kie^y country. 

DtvH — Itie.ambitioQ ibatleadsyou; youwishtobeconodercd 
a Bifui of note. 

/. — What I wieh, is to obtain the r^utalitHi of a good patiioL 
Woe to Liberty 1 if all those who in Spain took part in the 
Bevdution d the ye«r 1^0, should agun have command ! 
They have ill fulfilled their duties. Some by being traitors, 
and others for not possesang sufficient valour (o plunge a dagger in 
their breasts. Coauequeatly, you must now be aware, that to 
lee my countiy happy, b what I alcHie aspire to. 

Devil, — Who then can redeem your country from the slavery in 
which she is engulphed P 

/. — The emigrants of the year 181 4 did not ^ in the revoluticw 
of Uiat of 1600 ; ^cvewaBno.accouDtHMde<^ them, nor wve they 
neeeaoK^. In London, Gibrritar, and olh€r pUoes, there »fe 
mKttv SpWiifud^ who wojild lasm bow to iijlfil tl^ .du^ 
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But to give .my unhappy, counti^y hopes fcopd their exertions, wquIcI 
be to deceive her; for those who have obtained here an ill-'de- 
served fame and rctputation, obstruct the inarch of the truly 
intrepid. From the ploi^h there will come forth a warrior to 
command the brave ; from virtue, a Jegifilator ; and from the univer- 
sal shout of the nation, an army of warnors to avenge the country, 
the outrages she has ^i^erod. Then will the valiant emigrants join 
their ranks, and begin to exert themselv-^, in order to be worthy of 
merit. 

Devil — Your history though written in the language of truth, 
is ill-timed. 

/. — Truth is never ill-timed ; and he who values himself as being 
a Liberal, should invoke her, whether it be in times of prosperity 
and happiness, or in those of nusfortune and persecution. 

Devil, — But in reading your work the people of England will 
despise all the emigrant Spaniards, as having ill served wnd 
defended the cause 9f Liberty. 

/. — ^You are mistaken ; the Briush Nation hitherto has drawn no 
line of distinction between the worthy and unworthy Spaniards. 
But when the conduct of the unprincipled chiefs of the Constitu* 
tional regime is demonstratated to them, they will compassionate 
those victims of imbecility and treason who exist in London, over- 
whelmed with misery and unmerited opprobium. 

Devil. — This is all very good. But I keep only to your work. 
If not pernicious to your countrymen, it will hurt your own interest ; 
for you must perceive^ that by making yourself enemies, you lay 
yourself open to invedivet and caknnnieg. 
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L — ^Now you have said it. Calumnies ! and as such the pubGc 
ynll receive them either with pleasure or disdain. But the disgrace 
of the author (even should it be so)^ will not do away that of the 
wicked. I haVe already said in my preface, I am aware to what I am 
exposing myself. But he who has presented his breast to the balls, and 
swoni to die for liberty, — ^is it not just that he should fulfil hisoadi, 
and expose himself to the ferocity of the enemies of his country ? 
Be it so ; — Let me die, but let my honour live unstoinied. Man- 
kind will do me justice, and my ashes will rest in peace. 
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